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the numerous excavations, and what copper they possessed was gath-
ered from the surface stones. The first record of the deposits is
found in the missionary report of the Society of Jesus for 1659-60.
The natives had then rude utensils made from this metal, and large
blocks of it were erected and worshiped among their gods. In 1768
an Englishman named Henry, a practical man, carefully examined
the old works at great risk, on account of the native hostility, and in
1771 established works which were operated a short time only and
then abandoned. The later and more successful mining era begins
about the year 1844. The careful inspection of competent scientific
men made those regions gradually known to the world, and practical
miners who were drawn thither by the reports of mineral wealth
soon discovered large blocks of copper permeated with silver. A great
excitement was caused among adventurers and capitalists, who formed
companies in various parts of the world to work in localities of which
not even a survey had been made. In 1847, however, the crisis came,
and of the then hundreds of nominally existing companies only six
were found actually engaged in mining. The results of these early
disasters have gradually disappeared. Since then the progress of this
region has been healthy and profitable.